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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Navy is responsible for compliance with a suite of Federal environmental laws and
regulations that apply to marine mammals and other marine protected species, including the
Endangered Species Act (ESA) and the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA). As part of
the regulatory compliance process associated with these Acts, the Navy is responsible for
meeting specific requirements for monitoring and reporting on activities involving active
sonar and/or detonations from underwater explosives.

This Integrated Comprehensive Monitoring Program (ICMP) plan provides the overarching
framework for coordination of the United States Navy monitoring program. It has been
developed in direct response to Navy Range permitting requirements established in the
various MMPA Final Rules, ESA consultations, Biological Opinions, and applicable
regulations. As a framework document, the ICMP applies by regulation to those activities on
ranges and operating areas for which the Navy sought and received incidental take
authorizations.

The ICMP is intended for use as a planning tool to focus Navy monitoring priorities pursuant
to ESA and MMPA requirements. Top priority will always be given to satisfying the
mandated legal requirements across all ranges. Once legal requirements are met, any
additional monitoring-related research will be planned and prioritized using guidelines
provided by the ICMP, consistent with availability of both funding and scientific resources.
As a planning tool, the ICMP is a “living document” that will be routinely updated as the
Program matures.

The ICMP will be evaluated annually through the adaptive management process to assess
progress, provide a matrix of goals for the following year, and make recommendations for
refinement and analysis of the monitoring and mitigation techniques. This process includes
conducting an annual Adaptive Management Review (AMR) at which the Navy and National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) jointly consider the prior year’s goals, monitoring results,
and related science advances to determine if modifications are needed to more effectively
address monitoring program goals. Modifications to the ICMP that result from AMR
decisions will be incorporated by an addendum or revision to the ICMP. The ICMP updates
will be provided to NMFS by 31 December annually beginning in 2010. This adaptive
management process recurs annually, with some modifications to the process in 2011,
when the Navy, with guidance and support from NMFS, is to host a monitoring workshop
that incorporates outside experts and expanded participation.

Section 1 introduces the ICMP, including purpose, objectives, specific ranges and
geographic areas included, and additional background material. Section 2 describes overall
monitoring goals and prioritization guidelines. Section 3 discusses standard data collection
and management procedures. Section 4 addresses the coordination of reporting
requirements, including a specific timeline for coordination of the current year's reporting
requirements, and the record-keeping system that documents how each Range Complex
contributes to ongoing monitoring objectives. Section 5 outlines the adaptive management
process, including provisions for annual reviews as well as a monitoring workshop in 2011.
Section 6 discusses near-term plans for continued maturation of the Monitoring Program.
Section 7 provides roles and responsibilities among the various Navy components.
References are listed in Section 8.
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OPNAYV (N45) is responsible for maintaining and updating this ICMP, as required, to reflect
the results of future regulatory agency final rulemakings, adaptive management reviews,
best available science, improved assessment methodologies, or more effective protective
measures. This will be done in consultation with Navy technical experts, Fleet
Commanders, and Echelon || Commands, as appropriate, as part of the adaptive
management process.
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