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Conclusions

Á While the goal was to monitor SRKW, NRKW 
accounted for 40% of resident killer whale detections 
indicating extensive use of the northern WA coast

Á Occurrence for both populations peaks in the 
spring, with a second fall peak for NRKW 

Á NRKW encounters were longer than SRKW 
encounters

Á NRKW were predominately detected at sites along the 
shelf edge, while SRKW were mostly detected at sites 
close to shore
Á As the southernmost resident killer population, SRKW have the narrowest selection of 

Chinook salmon available to them, and this is the first step to understanding the role that 
competition on the WA coast may play in limiting the recovery of SRKW.

Riera et al 2019
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